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cord. They marched, did their business, and returned; but
they were frequently fired at from behind stone walls, and
from the windows in the villages. It was to those houses
they were obliged to set fire. Ensign Gould (of Northamp-
tonshire) had been left with twelve men to guard a bridge,
and was taken prisoner. The next day, the Provincial
Congress sent a vessel, without her freight, express to
England ; no letters were put on board but their own, nor
did the crew know their destination till they were on
the banks of Newfoundland; so that -Government has not
any authentic account. The master says that the day
after the engagement the country rose, and that he left
Boston invested by 1500 tents, with cannon, and under
the command of Colonel Ward, who was at the head of a
provincial regiment in the last war; but unless fanaticism
gets the better of self-preservation, they must soon dis-
perse, as it is the season for sowing their Indian corn,
the chief sustenance of New England. Such, at least, is
the opinion of Governor Hutchinson, from whom I have
these particulars.

FOTE ON THE BATTLE OF BUNKEK'S HILL.

Since the first edition of this volume I have observed
with some surprise a high authority on the other side of
the Atlantic offer a most positive denial to my statement
(at page 58.) that "some of the Americans even to the
" present day have claimed the battle of Bunker's Hill as
" a victory." I should have deemed the mere construction
of the stately monument upon the site of the battle as
almost a sufficient proof of this statement, since such
monuments are not usually raised by the vanquished or
by those who own themselves to be so.

In fact, however, on examining the publications of divers
travellers in North America, it appears unquestionable
that many persons, at least in Massachusetts, are in the
habit not merely of claiming the victory, but of indulging t
in great exaggerations concerning it.

Some instances, now to be adduced, will fully establish
this conclusion.